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Jetf Davis, manager of the Dover toll plaza on Del. 1, stands at the site where four highway-speed E-

- ZPass lanes are being constructed. The state Department of Transportation says the project will be
finished before Memorial Day.

Del. 1 E-ZPass upgrade on track

By Drew Volturo

Delaware State News

DOVER — Despite a cold

and wel winter, construction
of four highway-speed E-
ZPass lanes at the Dover toll
plaza remains o target for a
late May opening,
The 87.7 million project,
which began in September,
would allow motorists to
use the E-ZPass transpon-
ders to electronically pay the
toll on Del. 1 in Dover while
traveling at 65 mph. The
systemn has been in place at
Biddles Corner toll plaza
near Odessa since 1999,
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Transportation project resi-
dent David Duke said the
early onset of winter last
year hampered the con-
struction  slightly, but it
wouldn't affect the comple-
tion date.

“We didn't get all of the
roadwork done north of the
plaza because the soil got
wet and cold,” Mr. Duke
“But we're really not
ind,
he recent warm tem-
peratures have allowed us to

the
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start carth work two weeks
early. We are on schedule.”
As part of the project, the
existing 12 traditional
booths at the plaza have
been whittled down to six,
and four highway-speed
lanes are being installed at

y pay the toll on Del. 1in

would straddle the new
lanes. The electronic devices
that read the transponders
would be mounted to the
trusses by mid-April.

The project will be done
before Memorial Day week-
end, he said, even if workers

E- ZPass

Continued From Page 1
weckends.

There is no contract bonus
{..- completing 1he |i|-:H1l t

but there are penaitics

Il Illr workers do not finish
o time

DelDOT spokesman
Michael Williams said volume
has Increased significantly at
the Dover toll plaza since it
first opened a decade ago.
and E-ZPass usage also has
climbed recently.
In December 2002 39 per-

tolls used E-2
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lanes in Dover because the
technology did not exist in
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Newark toll plaza on 1-95.
Delaware  State  Police
spokesman L1 Joseph P Avi-
ola.Jr, said the 65-mph lanes
would help make Del. 1 a

i-speed access will
alleviate that,”

et until the project s inished.
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